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May, and a third in August.    In the same year there were also two unauthorized reprints of the first edition, one of which was   published at  Dublin, the   other in London.    After this there seems to have been a lull in the demand, for the fourth edition is dated 1770; and, according to Collins's books, started with a loss.    The profits of this seem to have been so doubtful that, before the fifth edition appeared, Collins sold his third share to one of his colleagues for five guineas.    The fifth edition, which did not actually appear until April, 1774, is dated 1773.   This would indicate that the previous issue was not exhausted until early in the following year.    The sixth edition is dated 1779.    Thus, assuming the fifth to have been, like the fourth edition, limited to one thousand copies, it took nearly nine years to  sell two thousand copies.    No rival of any importance was in the field, until, in 1778, Miss Burney published her "Evelina;" and the languor of the sale must be attributed to some temporary suspension of public interest in the " Vicar." Meanwhile, translations into French and German, to be followed in due time by translations into almost every European language, were laying the foundation of its cosmopolitan reputation, and its modern admirers still take pleasure in recollecting that among the most famous of their predecessors was Goethe.   "It is not to be described," he wrote to Zelter in 1830, "the effect which Goldsmith's ' Vicar' had upon me just  at the critical  moment of mental development.    That lofty and benevolent irony, that fair and indulgent view of all infirmities and faults, that meekness under all calamities, that equanimity under all changes and chances, and the whole train of kindred